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continued existence as colonies. In short, the originally "passive**
countries of the New World have achieved Statehood and that
in an "active" form. In several cases and to a marked extent,
they have closed their doors to further European immigration
and all have ceased to be inferior, politically or economically.
In the Old World, the process of growing to Statehood
among the "passive" countries was inevitably slower. The
available agricultural areas have for long been fully occupied
and internal economies were inimical to rapid changes. These
lands were not possessed of vast "open spaces" wherein the
iniative of European newcomers could apply new methods of
large scale agricultural and mineral production. Their political,
economic and cultural structures, such as they were, provided
passive resistance to the infiltration of West European ideas and
ways of life. The great majority of Indians, Chinese and
Indonesians, in the aggregate amounting to half the world's
population, were and remain a greater barrier to the extension
of European influences than ever the great areas of the New
World could have been.
Thus, even allowing for the progress of plantation agricul-
ture in Africa and the East Indies, the New World countries
have shown a dynamic quality in their evolution during the
past century and a half, whereas the densely populated regions
of Monsoon Asia, excluding Japan, have been characteristically
static. Only in very recent times has anything approaching a
real and widespread effort been made to throw off subjugation
to West European political and economic hegemony. For the
first time in history, in April 1947, an "Asian Relations
Conference" was held in Delhi, and according to a corres-
pondent of The Times1 it "... may be regarded as an outcome
of the decline of European political influence in the east,
more particularly in South-East Asia, and the concomitant
growth of national consciousness among Asian peoples".
It would appear, therefore, that the earlier pattern of
relationships between' 'active", progressive, States and "passive",
less rapidly evolving communities is giving way to a new set of
inter-State relations. The nineteenth century concept of
Imperialism, together with the economic exploitation of less
1 The Times, April isth, 1947.